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and the secular sovereigns in their turn used the Matha as
an expression of their overlofdship through the medium of
large scale donation of Manya lands. The Sringeri Jagir
symbolized alliance between the Kshetra and Brahma, Dana
and Dharma; temporal and spiritual powers. The Sringeri
Samsthana in the sense represented orthodoxy, conservatism,
hierarchy and inequality in the contemporary society though
in another sense it helped to conserve the high intellectual
traditions of Hinduism as interpreted by Sankaracharya.
Predominantly wet cultivation in the area probably contributed
much to the development of Vedic Brahamana ritual based
social formations of the region40.

An Important question is by creating Brahmana
landed intermediaries through Agraharas'temple and Matha
grants what benefits did accrue to the Vijayanagara state. In
return for the land grants, the Brahmanas were obliged" to
render religious services which might secure spiritual welfare
of the donors or their ancestors. The secular obligations of
the Brahmana landed intermediaries are rarely laid down.
But it is natural to expect that the Brahmana landed
intermediaries repaid more than their generous donors and
patrons of Sangama, Saluva, Tuluva and Aravedu dynasties
by maintaining law and order in their segments called
Agraharas and impressing upon the people the sacred duty
of carrying out their Vama or Jati functions and obeying the

40. EC VI % 5, IIt 13,22,26,28,29,36may be referred as examples to prove the point.